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Gail Robinson, 1
Gail Robinson , Metropolitan Opera star and
former Memphis State student, has a habit of
returning to Memphis for important events in her
life. True to form, she arrived in Memphis in the
fall for what she calls " ... my biggest and most
rewarding performance."
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Gail

MSU Opera
Is Condensed
International Students, 4
Friendship knows no boundaries for international
students who come to Memphis State to study.
Representing 70 different countries of Europe,
Africa, South America and the Middle East, these
students have dreams of promoting international
goodwill while receiving a good education .
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By Susan Crawford

Leisure-Time Reading, 8
Back by popular demand! A feature of book
reviews by Memphis State faculty and staff
members in the September issue of THE
COLUMNS stirred so much interest with our
readers that we have repeated it in this issue. Are
our distinguished educators boning up on
literature relating to their professional area or
have they read the book that you finished just last
night?

Campus News, 6
Sports, 10
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Class Notes, 14
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She's given outstanding performances in
Chicago, Detroit, Memphis, Germany, the White
House and a host of other places too numerous to
mention. She even calls New York's Lincoln Center
home.
As spectacular as her past singing roles as Lucia
or Gilda were, Metropolitan Opera star Gail
Robinson's finest hour was not on stage.
It was under the bright lights of the delivery room of
Memphis Baptist Memorial Hospital, where her first
child, a boy-Patrick Ernst Lazar Lohmeyer-was
born Oct. 22 .
"There's no doubt about it. Childbirth was my
biggest and most rewarding performance," said
Miss Robinson, who was recuperating at the
Memphis residence of her parents, Mr. and Mrs.
M.L. Robinson, before returning to her home in
Berlin, Germany.
"My husband and _
I named Patrick after our
fathers, " explained the Mel's highly acclaimed
coloratura soprano. " Ernst is my husband's father's
name and Lazar is my father's middle name, and in
Germany it is customary for a child to have four
names."
Weighing in at a whopping 8 pounds, 2 ounces,
Patrick timed his arrival quite handily for his parents,
(continued next page)
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Mr. and Mrs. Henne Lohmeyer. Miss Robinson
arrived in Memphis in late September especially for
Patrick's birth.
" He was due Oct. 26 , but my doctor said he was
going to be several days late. Henne had planned to
come to Mempis Oct. 21, thinking that would give
him six or eight days in town before the baby was
born.
" Well, his plane got in at 9 :40 p.m. on the 21st and,
strangely enough , I started having labor pains on the
way to the airport. I didn 't tell anybody - Mother or
Daddy- because I kept thinking I was just excited
because Henne was arriving . Nine hours later, we
had Patrick," she said and smiled with a special kind
of radiance. Yes, Gail Robinson is radiant.
Although she was born in Meridian, Miss., on Aug.
7, 1946, and lived in Jackson, Tenn ., until right after
high school graduation, Miss Robinson is probably
one of Memphis' most widely claimed favorite
daughters.
She moved to Memphis in 1964 when her father
was transferred from Jackson by United Fruit Co.
She became a student at Memphis State University
that fall and studied under the University's
memorable voice teacher Mrs. Minaperle Taylor,
now retired and living in Sarasota, Fla.
" I wanted to go to college but I didn't know what I
wanted to do,' said the 29-year-old beauty, "of
course, music was always my first love.
" So I went to Memphis State and spoke to Dr.
(George) Harris (for whom MSU 's Harris Music
Auditorium is named). I told him that I had to have
financial help to go to college and he sent me to Mrs.
Taylor. I sang for her and she gave me a scholarship.
If it hadn't been for the background I got at Memphis
State , I would have never gone into opera. I would
not have had a chance."
While a student, Miss Robinson held down several
jobs on campus. She worked as a secretary in the
Graduate School office , a clerk-typist in the
Admissions Office and for a while even handled the
University's switchboard .
" I remember I used to cut off people on the the
phone all the time because I didn't know how to
operate the switchboard. I would get so frustrated
when 1O lights would start flashing at the same time,
that I'd just pull them all out. "
It was at Memphis State that Miss Robinson was
introduced to opera and got her first stage
experience . She had never seen an opera prior to
coming to MSU.
"I was a member of the chorus in my first opera,
which was 'Mignon.' I'll never forget the first big
rehearsal. We were all on stage in costume and my
costume was purple. It was just fabulous.
" I'll never forget the director, David Morelock,
suddenly stopped the rehearsal and came
screaming down the aisle, 'Miss Robinson, are you
going to sing or just stand there? '
" I was just so amazed by everything that was
happening that I just stood there and watched," she
laughed.
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In 1966 Gail Robinson was selected second alternate in
the Desoto Beauty Revue .

Shortly after "Mignon" Miss Robinson got her first
leading role, as Fiordiligi, in the Memphis State
production of Mozart's " Cosi fan Tutte" Nov. 18-19,
1965, and from then on "was very seriously bitten by
the opera bug," much to the surprise of her family.
"My family does not have an opera background
and were a little shocked to realize I was going to try
to be an opera singer. We're football people; but,
they were very understanding and always came to
my performances. I think it took them a while to figure
out what was going on, but it took me a while too."
In 1966, the 19-year-old MSU student entered the
Mid-South Metropolitan Opera audition, "just for the
experience." She won and went on to New York
where she was named one of five national winners
and received the Fisher Foundation Award.
What followed was several years devoted to voice
coaching, acting instruction and French, German
and Italian lessons.
"When I won the Met nationals, I really didn't want
to goto New York. I wanted to stay with my family. In
fact, the night before the national winners were
announced, I told the assistant manager of the Met
that I hoped I didn't win because I really had to go
back to Memphis State University and finish my
education. It was a stupid thing to say."
Despite her reluctance to face the emotional
adjustment of living in New York, opera officials
persuaded Miss Robinson to remain in the city and
scheduled several concert appearances for her
during the summer.
Naturally, by the end of the summer, she had
changed her mind about a college education and
began singing with the Metropolitan Opera Studio, a
small professional company for obviously talented
artists.

"I soon realized that there is no classroom
teaching that compares with actual performing
experience on stage ," she said.
While training professionally in New York, the
young Memphian lived at the Rehearsal Club - a
boarding house for young women just starting a
show business career - largely through financial
aid provided by hundreds of Memphians through a
scholarship fund set up for her by Mrs. L.K.
Thompson of Memphis.
She also received a Rockefeller Foundation grant,
and a scholarship from the opera house to pay for
voice lessons.
" I don't think I ever adjusted to New York life. All
the girls I was living with at the Club went to parties
and nightclubs, but I just didn't. I don 't want to paint a
picture of something I'm not, but I didn't have the time.
"Everybody at the Opera was very protective of
me because I was only 19, and well ... I was just so
country. I soon realized that if I were going to be in
this business I had to grow up."
The studio proved to be a training program for the
singer, and in January, 1970, she made her
Metropolitan debut in a minor role in Mozart's " Die
Zauberfloete (The Magic Flute) ."
That same year, during the Met's spring tour, Miss
Robinson got her storybook break when she
stepped in to replace an ailing Roberta Peters in
Donizetti's " Lucia di Lammermoor."
She was on tour that season- her first seasondoing small parts and acting as first cover (first
understudy) for Miss Peters who was singing the role
of Lucia.
(continued inside back cover)
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Where can you find an Israeli chatting amiably
with an Arab, or a Moslem and a Christian , both from
Beirut, laughing together? Try the Memphis State
University Center cafeteria around meal time.
Over such traditional Southern fare as black-eyed
peas and cornbread, dreams of many world
diplomats come true as international students form
friendships that unite people from Cairo, Jerusalem,
Memphis, Teheran , Chicago and/or Buenos Aires.
Currently, Memphis State has an international
student population of 318 , representing 70 different
countries of Europe, Africa, South America and the
Middle East.
" Practically every country in the world has a
representative here," said Henry Haboush, MSU
international student advisor, "except those in the
communist block."
About 70 per cent of the students are
undergraduates, and most are studying
engineering, physics or mathematics.
Because of the leading position the United States
occupies in world technology, an education from an
American university in a technical field carries
considerable weight and prestige abroad. It is
comparable to the distinction an Italian university
diploma would give an American scholar of
renaissance art.
Almost all international students at Memphis State
have their studies financed by their families, and
most come from well to do families. It is highly
possible the shy, dark boy from Kuwait may be the
son of an oil-rich sheik or a government official.
" On the whole, foreign students adapt easily to life
here," said Haboush. " Many live in the dorms and
most of their time is spent on campus.
" Any problems that arise concerning admission to
the University, evaluation of grades from their home
schools or problems with classes, they bring to my
office and we attempt to solve them, " he said.
Solutions to some of the problems, however, are
not so easily found. One annual concern of Haboush
is what to do with international students living in
dormitories during Christmas holidays. The
University closes all dorms for cleaning and
international students are left without lodging.
Another big problem is financial aid. Very
frequently, due to complications involved in sending
money from foreign countries to the United States,
students are sometimes late receiving allowances
from their families and need to borrow money.
Because they are not U.S. citizens, they are not
eligible for loans through the MSU Student Aid
Office. Haboush is currently trying to set up a fund ,
financed by the international students, for
emergency loans.
All of the international students interviewed for
THE COLUMNS said they liked Memphis and
Memphis State.
Arabia Maldonado of Venezuela commented that
her classmates greet her with the customary

American " Hi" when she sees them on campus, but
that since most live off campus, it is difficult
sometimes to make close friends.
Arabia said she makes most of her friends in the
dorm. However, she has come to know one
Memphis family and frequently enjoys spending time
in their home.
·
In general , they like American food , although
some complain that too much comes out of cans and
lacks freshness. Some have their parents send them
exotic cakes and other foods that they cannot find in
Memphis, but their requests usually cease after
several months as they have developed a distinct
taste for hot dogs, pizza and donuts.
Most all seem to miss cafe conversations and
strolls along crowded, lively streets - activities that
are common in countries where downtown areas are
still frequented .
Lack of car can also pose new problems.
" I was used to relying more on public transportation
at home or just plain walking ," said a Lebanese
woman . " Here things are so spread out that you
really need a car."
For Bayardo Mejia of Guatamala and his Latin
American friends , the familiar trains that roll daily on
the southern edge of the MSU campus are the
source of much comment.
" We had never seen trains so long before coming
here," he said. "We joke about it, saying that if the
trains were in Guatamala, they would stretch across
the whole country."
Why did the students choose Memphis State over
other American universities?
For most it was the recommendations of friends
who spoke highly of the University and the
community. Once they begin their educations at
Memphis State, most all graduate.
" Living in Memphis has given me the opportunity
to evaluate the U.S. for myself and I like it," said Luis
Saade of Brazil.
" In my country, views about America are very
extreme. Most people have never been here and so
for some it is a paradise where everybody is rich and
for others it is filled with greedy, exploiting people.
" I have learned, of course, that neither view is true.
America has its problems as does every country, but
the people here have been very kind to me and I am
receiving a good education . Maybe I can do a little for
international good will by relating my first hand
experiences at home," he said.
International students are a valuable asset to
Memphis State and through them the University
serves not only the Mid-South or the nation, but the
entire world.
" Not only can they learn from us, but we can learn
from them," said Haboush. "They provide the
University with a cosmopolitan element very
necessary in education today since the United
States plays such an important role in international
affairs. Future leaders will profit from exposure to
citizens of other countries. " "mf
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Scholarship Memoralizes
Sociology Professor

Faculty Members Named
Graduate Studies Directors
Two MSU faculty members have been appointed
directors of graduate studies.
Dr. Leonard D. Rosser, professor of management,
has been named graduate studies director in the
College of Business Administration, and Dr. Nancy
Simco, associate professor of philosophy, has been
named to the same position in the College of Arts
and Sciences.
Rosser succeeds Dr. Harry H. Elwell Jr., who has
returned to teaching duties. The director of graduate
studies in the College of Arts and Sciences is a newly
created position .
In addition to his professorship, Rosser has
previously served as chairman of the department of
management at Memphis State and coordinator of
graduate stud ies in management.
He has co-authored and reviewed numerous
books, monographs and research papers in
business statistics and the decision sciences, and
served as a consultant to state and city governments
and industrial firms.
He also was an accountant with the Ford Motor
Co. and General Cable Corp.
Rosser holds memberships in several
professional , civic and honorary organizations.
A native of Belmont, Miss., he received his
bachelor of business administration from the
University of Mississippi in 1950, his M.B.A. from
Memphis State in 1965 and his D.B.A from
Mississippi State University in 1970.
A Memphis State faculty member for 10 years,
Simco has taught on both the undergraduate and
graduate levels, has worked in several capacities
within the university, and has held the chairmanship
of the arts and sciences curriculum committee and
the academic policies committee of the Academic
Senate.
On the regional level, she has served as program
chairman of the Southern Society for Philosophy and
Psychology and as president of the Tennessee
Philosophical Association .
She has also co-authored a textbook on
elementary logic with Dr. Gene James, chairman of
the MSU department of philosophy, in addition to
acting as editor of "The Southern Journal of
Philosophy," a post she will continue to hold.
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A memorial
scholarship has been
established in the name
of Dr. Charles H. Newton,
sociology professor at
Memphis State who died
Nov. 12.
The scholarship, which
will be funded by
donations through the
sociology department
and the MSU Office of Development, will be used to
help needy students obtain a college education and
is open to all majors.
"We thought that this would be a fitting way in
which to remember Dr. NelA1on, since he touched
the lives of so many faculty and students, not just in
the sociology department, but in all areas at
Memphis State and in the community," said Dr. Jerry
Michel, sociology department chairman.
Newton was chairman of the sociology
department for seven years. Under his leadership,
not only did the department flourish, growing
significantly in the number of faculty, but other
departments were formed through his efforts as well.
He brought the first professional anthropologists
to the University and was instrumental in the
formation of the anthropology department as a
separate entity, rather than as a part of the sociology
department.
"He also developed a proposal for starting a
master's degree program in anthropology. We
haven't received it yet, but when we do, it will be
because of Dr. Newton's efforts," said Dr. Augustus
Sardinas, anthropology department chairman.
Newton's energies were not limited to academics,
however.
"Almost everything he did was community
service," said Dr. Charles McNutt, professor of
anthropology. " He worked on state and local levels
with juveniles, he helped develop the institute of
criminal justice here at Memphis State so that
policemen could receive further classroom training,
he was active at the Penal Farm, and in many other
projects."
Charles Gray, chief of the probation office of
Juvenile Court, said, "He was for several years the
sociological consultant for the Juvenile Court, and
was extremely knowledgeable about juveniles and
the court. His chief concern was for the welfare of the
children caught up in the system ."
Persons who wish to contribute to the Charles H. ·
Newton Memorial Scholarship are asked to contact
Michel at 454-2611 or David Roberts in the MSU
Office of Development, 454-2155 .

Henry Steele Commager

Ashley Montagu

Eric Goldman

Seidman Lecture Series Salutes Bicentennial Year
The M. L. Seidman Memorial Townhall Lecture
Series X salutes the Bicentennial Year with a series
titled : " America : Heritage and Horizons. " The 1976
series will present the distinguished scholars, Henry
Steele Commager, Feb. 6; Eric Goldman , March 17;
and Ashley Montagu, April 7.
Henry Steele Commager, author of "The Story of
the Second World War," is a recognized authority on
American history and commentator on current
American and world problems.
He served as a teacher of history at New York
Un iversity from 1926-38 and accepted the post of full
professor of American history in 1938 at Columbia
University.
Commager has written numerous books, among
them: "The Growth of the American Republic," " The
Heritage of America," " Majority Rule and Minority
Rights" and " Major Documents of the Civil War."
He has been honored as a Guggenheim Fellow, a
Fellow of the American Scandinavian Society and as
a member of the American Historical Association
the Massachusetts Historical Society, the Americ'an
Antiquarian Society and Phi Beta Kappa .
Author of the best selling book " The Tragedy of
Lyndon Johnson, " scholar Eric Goldman is among
the most versatile figures in American academic life.
He holds the prestigious Rollins Professorship of
Modern American History at Princeton University,
and has written prize-winning historical volumes.
Goldman has been a writer for "Time Magazine;"
hosted an award winning television program "The

Open Mind;" produced articles for magazines such
as "American Heritage," " Harpers," and " Holiday;"
was reviewer for the New York Times Sunday Book
Section; and in 1963 was named a member of the
White House staff as a special consultant to
President Johnson .
British born Ashley Montagu served as professor
of anthropology at Rutgers University from 1949-55 .
A talented popularizer of science, Montagu has
explored the areas of race, relations between the
sexes and child rearing.
He is perhaps best known for the 1950 UNESCO
" Statement on Race," which he helped draw up and
for his book, "The Natural Superiority of Women ."
His other books include: " Man 's Most Dangerous
Myth, " "Life Before Birth, " "Anthropology and
Human Nature" and " Race, Science and Humanity."
Montagu's honors include a fellowship in the
American Association for the Advancement of
Science, and memberships in the American
Academy of Psychosomatic Medicine and the Royal
Society of Medicine in London .
Commagerwill speak on " 1st 100 Years ; U.S.
Experience," Goldman on " 2nd 100 Years ; U.S.
Experience" and Montagu on "The Next 100 Years
Ahead."
All lectures are given at MSU in the theatre of the
fine arts complex on Central Avenue. They are free
and open to the public.

Davis Named University Affirmative Action Officer
Langston C. Davis was
appointed affirmative
action officer for
Memphis State
University Dec. 1.
Davis, 36, assumed
duties which were
temporarily handled by
Gene Wellman, director
of manpower resources
at Memphis State.
Davis' duties will involve overseeing the hiring of
employees to assure that the University adheres to
the new affirmative action laws.

Before coming to Memphis State , he served as
administrator of community programs in the
community services division of Cuyahoga
Community College in Cleveland , Ohio . He has also
served as director of personnel and training of the
Aim-Jobs Manpower Training Agency in Cleveland .
He earned a bachelor of arts degree from the
University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff in 1962
majoring in history and government; a mast~r of
education in personnel and guidance administration
from Memphis State in 1969; and ajuris doctor law
degree from Cleveland State University College of
Law in 1974, where he was elected to the student
senate and served as vice-president of the Student
Bar Association.

7

8

9

Metro-6 Tournament March 4-6
Louisville, Kentucky
# I Seed

Bye
# I ScL·d

# 4 Seed
Marc h -I
#5 Seed

March .5 ' ~ - - - - Wi nn c: r
I

By Bill Davidson
One day early last summer Memphis State
University joined the new Metropolitan Collegiate
Athletic Conference , better known as the Metro-6.
Despite the usual fears associated with the day,
Friday, June 13, 1975, will hopefully prove a good
omen for the Tigers of Memphis.
Besides Memphis State, charter members of the
conference are the University of Cincinnati, Georgia
Tech University, the University of Louisville, St.
Louis University and Tulane University.
It is indeed a prestigious group of universities.
Since 1959, no other conference with the exception
of the Pacific-8 has had more teams make it to the
final four in the NCAA basketball tournament. In the
last 16 years, nine Metro-6 teams have participated
in the NCAA final championship series.
Louisville placed third last year and fourth in 1972
and 1959; Memphis State second in 1973;
Cincinnati, second, 1963, first in 1962 and 1961 , and
third, 1960 and 1959.
Larry Albus, athletic director at St. Louis, is the first
commissioner of the new conference and generally
considered the driving force behind the formation of
the league, although MSU President Billy M. Jones
and Athletic Director Billy " Spook" Murphy worked
quietly for several months putting such a group
together.
What President Jones and Murphy wanted was a
major, high level conference without the drawbacks
of widespread geography and incompatible
programs that afflicted the Missouri Valley, the
Tigers' former conference association .
" The concept of our new conference was to join
with NCAA Division One basketball teams
representing metropolitan areas relatively close
together," said Murphy. " All (member schools) are
outstanding universities and all represent major
metro-areas in the United States. The conference is
also geographically sound . Memphis State is not
more than an hour (air time) from any conference
member. "
Basketball is the primary sport but conference
championships will also be awarded in cross
country, golf, tennis, track and baseball.
Immediate recognition of the new league came
from the NCAA and the conference winner will gain
an automatic berth in tournament play.
An NCAA spokesman indicated this may be the
first time in NCAA history that a conference in its first
year has received a guaranteed berth .
The Metro-6 runner-up, while not receiving an
automatic bid, will be eligible for tournament
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March 6

# 2 Sc:ed
# 3 Seed
Marc h -I
#6Seed

Hye
Ma~h.5
Win ner

!___ ___

I

Seeds will be determined by the tournament committee
which will use standings in both the AP and UPI polls and
overall won-loss records as a c riteria. The pairings will be
announced on Sunday, Feb . 29.

consideration based on caliber of play and won -lost
record .
The automatic berth in itself makes membership
interesting to Memphis State . Last spring , Tiger
hopes for an NCAA bid vanished as the bulk of the
NCAA invitations went to the champions and
runners-up in various conferences. Members are
also eligible for NIT play.
The power structure of the Metro-6 is set up so that
University presidents control the rules and
regulations through the constitution and bylaws. The
president of each institution will serve as president of
the conference in alphabetical rotation .
The Metro-6 conference came along too late for
schedule makers, so this year's conference standing
will be determined by a post-season tournament in
Loujsville March 4-6.
The champion will advance to the first round of the
Midwest Regional March 13 at the University of
Kansas, Lawrence, and will meet an at-large team.
Plans for the following season call for each team to
play other member teams at least once, with
Memphis State hosting the second tournament in
1977. Double round-robin competition among the
conference teams is set for the 1977-78 season.
Denny Crum, the Louisville head coach, has
already gone on record as being opposed to the post
season conference tournament. " I don't think it's fair.
I understand why it has to be . I'm sure if it is
successful and makes money, it w ill always be held.
But it puts us all at a disadvantage.
" If you don't get seeded one or two (in the
conference tournament), you 'll have to play eight
straight games against the best competition in the
country (to win NCAA championship) ," he said.

Tiger Coach Wayne Yates agrees with Crum . "I
think it puts undue pressure on a team; especially
any team thinking national championship. "
Not that Yates admits to thinking of a national
championship, in spite of pre-season rankings, "We
haven't proven anything yet. There's no question
we'll be decent and have a winning season. But our
record against Louisville, Cincinnati and St. Louis is
11-38 over the years. "
The showdown for the 1975-76 Tigers came early
in the season. The season opener was Nov. 29
against Louisville in the Mid-South'Coliseum.
There the Tigers fell to the Cardinals, 79-74, but
showed they'll probably be ready for revenge when
the Metro-6 tournament rolls arond. The Tigers will
not play another Metro-6 team during the regulr
season.
According to the sportswriters' pre-season voting,
the conference finish will be Cincinnati, first;
Louisville, second; Memphis State, third ; St. Louis,
fourth; Tulane, fifth; and Georgia Tech, sixth.
To help you make your assessments, here are
some comments from the.coaches:
Cincinnati, 23-6 last season, NCAA bid. Coach
Gale Catlett: "We have our best team going in since
I've been here."
Louisville, 28-3, third in NCAA last year. Coach
Crum: "We lost a lot of leadership, potentially this
team will be better than last year. "
St. Louis, 12-14. Coach Randy Albrecht: "We're
going to be a young team with only one senior
starter. Our goal is that when we come back to
Louisville for the tournament we'll be ready to play
basketball."
Tulane, 16-10. Coach Charles Moir: "We'll have
the best team we've had since I've been here. We
just want to be competitive."
Georgia Tech, 11-15. Coach Dwane Morrison:
"We're going to be better than last year, but we're
about three years away."
Regardless of the outcome, the Tigers should be
happy with the their new affiliation . Each team has a
fine facility to play in . In fact, Memphis's Coliseum is
among the smallest in the six cities.
Best of all, each Metro-6 city is big as a television
market, and the league teams aren't putting their TV
and tournament revenue in a kitty. Each team gets to
keep it all. So a strong finish in the conference
tournament and a NCAA post-season invitation can
add up to important revenue for a program.
If you plan to attend the first Metro-6 tournament,
you 'd better get busy. It looks like a sellout attraction.

**
**

The Metro-6 Conference

Cincinnati

St. Louis

Tulane

Memphis State

Louisville

Georgia Tech

TIGE:RS JOIN PRE:STIGIOUS NE:W LE:~GUE:
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OPSCE: SCHE:DULE:S 50 NE:W
LE:ISURE: LE:J\RNING COURSE:S
Mind-stretching opportunities in leisure learning
lead the list of new courses in the spring continuing
education schedule.
More than 200 non-credit courses will be offered,
most of them beginning the first week of February. At
least 50 of these courses are offered for the first time .
The largest block of new courses falls under the
new category, Mind-Stretchers. These courses, all
drawn from academic areas of the University, are
designed for the curious adults who wish to explore
new subject areas in a relaxed atmosphere .
Two of the new courses will look at the current
governmental and political situation . " How Memphis
Keeps Moving: Local Government from the Horses'
Mouths" will be lecture-discussions led by Memphis
and Shelby County government officials.
Among those scheduled to lead the various
sessions are Shelby County Mayor Roy Nixon, City
Councilman Ed McBrayer, County Court Chairman
William Farris and other officials of the Shelby
County Election Commission, MLG&W and local
court system . Another course, " Campaign '76," will
prepare participants to follow the Presidential
election campaign .
Other Mind Stretchers include " Armchair
Anthropology," a highlight survey taught by
anthropology faculty members ; " Archaeology of the
Holy Land, " taught by anthropology chairman Dr.
Augustus Sardinas ; literature courses dealing with
" Science Fiction " and " Writers in the Hands of a
Puritan God ;" " Backyard Astronomy," a celestial
appreciation course taught at a local planetarium ;
and a fascinating look at " Parapsychology : Reality
and Myth," which will examine such psychic
phenomena as telepathy, clairvoyance and
telekinesis.
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Another large group of new courses will fall under
the heading , The Family As Community. Four of
these will study various family interrelationships:
" Parent: The Prime Educator, " " Adolescents and
Family Life ," "Marriage Enrichment" and
" Pre-Retirement Planning. "
Several other new courses will offer activities and
instruction for the family as a group: "The Home
Aquarium, " 'Rockhounding ," " Philately" (stamp
collecting), " Home and Family Safety" and
" Motorcycle Safety. "
Two special courses for the family have been titled
" Family Recreational Compacts." One will offer the
family group instruction in such games as table
tennis, badminton and volleyball, and the other will
discuss outdoor recreation, camping skills and park
information .
For the active, new courses include " Dance Floor
Dazzle" (ballroom and contemporary dance),
" Dancercize," " Afro-Jazz Dance, " "Table Tennis, "
" Self-Defense" and " Weight Training. "
The do-it-yourself crowd will have two new sewing
courses, " Making Children 's Clothes" and
"Tailoring;" and a new auto repair class, "The Care
and Feeding of Your Volkswagen ."
Three timely new courses in human relationships
will be offered under the You and Others category.
" Masculinity and Femininity: Put-Downs or
Hang-Ups" will examine the changing definition of
sex roles. " Death and Dying" will discuss medical,
legal and theological issues of suicide, euthanasia
and abortion . " The Challenge of Being Single" will
study the unique problems of the single adult with
special attention to widowhood.
New music courses include one for the participant
and one for the listener. " Bluegrass Fiddle" will give
amateurs an opportunity to learn the techniques and
to perform old and new bluegrass tunes. " A
Mini-Survey of Music" will be a series of live
performances - string quartet, woodwind quintet,
pianist, brass quintet and voice- illustrating various
instrumental treatments of the world 's great classical
music.
New creative possibilities will be available through
courses in "Oil Painting ," " Basketry," " Free-Form
Crochet, " " Creative Needlework," " Creative
Writing" (with emphasis on poetry) and a " Writing
the Non-Fiction Book: Advanced ."
Registration for non-credit classes began Dec. 29,
so some classes may already be filled. However,
registration will continue until the week before
classes begin . Schedule and registration information
is available at the lobby of Scates Hall on the
Memphis State campus or by calling 454-2700.

CH~PTE:R
With the organization of three new ex-student
groups during the fall , the Alumni Association (AA)
now has 29 alumni chapters functioning in Memphis,
West Tennessee and major cities across the nation .
Eighteen former band members met Nov. 18 at
Memphis' new Hyatt Regency to organize the new
Band Alumni Chapter. Dr. Tom Ferguson ,
Memphis State's director of banks, presided.
Business transacted at the meeting included the
election of officers, approval of the new constitution
and a discussion of future programs.
New officers are JIM P. CROSSNOE ('71 ),
president ; DARYLE W. VINSON ('66),
president-elect ; ELANIE E. OWINGS , secretary ;
and DAVID K. STEINBECK, treasurer.
Another new group- the New Orleans Area
Alumni Chapter -was begun Nov. 6 at the
Elmwood Plantation Restaurant in New Orleans. A
total of 30 area alumns attened the dinner meeting
and elected officers.
They are GALE ROBISON ('71 ), president; JGHN
T. WILLIAMS ('63), vice president; and SHARON
PENCE ('66), secretary-treasurer.
University representatives attending the meeting
were Ben E. Carter, director of alumni affairs; and
Frank Holmes, coordinator of alumni field services.
About 20 formers students attended the
organizational meeting of the new Henderson and
Decatur Counties Area Alumni Chapter Nov. 11 .
JAMES A. HADLEY JR. ('52), AA president, and
GEORGE E. CRONE ('58) , AA president-elect,
were featured speakers for the meeting at the
Lexington (Tenn.) Country Club. A special guest was
BILLY MAJORS ('58) , AA board member of
Adamsville, Tenn .
New officers of the chapter are BOB
HENDERSON ('58), presdient; WELDON PRATT
('57), vice president; and DIANE HARRIS,
secretary.

Gene Fulghum

Lou Graham

A re-organizational meeting of the Education
Alumni Chapter was held Nov. 20 at the Hyatt
Regency. Twenty-three former students attended
the meeting and elected new officers. They are Dr.
MARSHALL PERRITT, president; Dr. JOHN
RUTLAND ('61 ), vice president; PAT BRADLEY
('71 ), secretary ; and Dr. FRANK DYER ('66),
treasurer.
Three former MSU athletes were inducted into the
M Club Alumni Hall of Fame Nov. 14 at the group's
annual banquet. Over 200 people attended the
dinner at the Hyatt Regency honoring former
lettermen LOU GRAHAM , FRANK MAGOFFIN and
GENE FULGHUM.
The ever popular MSU Dean Emeritus R.M .
Robison served as master of ceremonies at the
honors banquet. Others on the program were
President Billy M. Jones, Dr. Cecil C. Humphreys,
PERCY ROBERTS ('52), M Club Alumni president,
and Hadley.
Several AA officers and members of the board of
directors and Unversity representatives were
present. Special guests included Dr. Sam Johnson,
Hillman Robbins, Ed Thompson and Monsignor
Paul Clunan.
The Jackson (Tenn .) Golf and Country Club was
the site of the Nov. 19 dinner meeting of the
Madison County Area Alumni Chapter. The 12
former students present elected officers and
discussed plans to re-organize the chapter. The new
president is MARY CRAIG ('35), who is also a
member of the AA board of directors. DA VI D WORD
and JIM SIMMONS ('57) were elected program
committee co-chairmen .
Brownsville (Tenn.) Mayor JOE TAYLOR ('51)
presided at the Nov. 21 Meeting of the Haywood
and Crockett Counties Alumni Chapter.
Approximately 35 alumni and football fans viewed
the Memphis State vs. Auburn football game film ,
narrated by assistant Coach Kin Floyd. President
Jones, Charles Holmes, director of University
Community Relations, and Jack Bugbee , sports
information director, represented the University at
the meeting.

Frank Magoffin
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1962
J. DUDLEY ATKINSON Ill has been elected
president of Gulf-Wandes Corp., Baton Rouge, La.
He and his wife, Elaine, have four children, Dudley
IV, 12; Carol, 1O; Jane, 8; and Glenn, 6.

1963

1951
W . H. SHELEY has been named director of the Far
East Branch of the U.S. General Accounting Office in
Honolulu, Hawaii. He was formerly GAO region
manager in Dallas.

1953
LOUIS A. PRITCHETT has been named national
sales manager of the Paper Products Division of the
Proctor & Gamble Co., Cincinnati, Ohio. He was
formerly sales manager of the Industrial Cleaning
Products Division.

1955
MAE ALICE C . HOPKINS has been awarded an
education specialist degree by the University of
South Florida. She is a kindergarten teacher in
Bradenton , Fla.
BILLY T. RUSSELL has been appointed assistant
regional manager of personnel for Texaco Inc.,
Chicago . He was formerly district sales manager in
Memphis.

1957
Dr. JOE GORHAM has been awarded a fellowship
of the Academy of General Dentistry, one of the
highest honors that can be given a member of the
dental profession . He is president of the MSU
Dallas-Ft. Worth Area Alumni Chapter.
CLAUDE C. ROGERS Jr. is assistant regional
commissioner for the IRS, Cincinnati, Ohio.

1959
ROBERT G. COLVARD is acting head of the
accounting department, School of Business,
Georgia Southern College, Statesboro. He and his
wife, Marilyn, have one daughter, Kamara, 6.

1960
WALTER R. BODINE is a teacher at Dallas
Theological Seminary, Tex.
SYD V. MULLINS is director of bands at Hot Springs
High School, Ark.

1961
STEVE A. FRANSIOLI Ill is a sales representative
for Memphis Furniture Manufacturing Co. in
Panama City Beach, Fla. He has been elected to
serve on the board of trustees of the Episcopal
Home for Children in Mobile, Ala.
WILLIAM H. TAUBE has been named chairman of
the Ordinance and Ordinance Enforcement
Committee of the National Institute of Municipal Law
Officers. He has served as corporation counsel for
the City of Kankakee, Ill., since 1965, and is a partner
in the law firm of Taube and Judd in Kankakee.
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RALPH E. CICCARELLI is athletic coordinator at
Glen-Oak High School, North Canton, Ohio. He and
his wife, Gloria, have three children, Tony, 1O; Mark,
8; and Julie, 4.
BETTY RICH HENDON is chairman of the business
education department at Wooddale High School,
Memphis. She also serves as president of the
Women's Missionary Council at First Assembly of
God Church.
ROBERT L. SABBATINI is practicing law in
Memphis.
GUY G. STEPHENSON has been elected president
of Central and Southern Truck Lines Inc., Memphis.

1964
SANDRA SHAW GODDARD is marketing support
representative for IBM, Office Products Division,
Memphis.
HAROLD MANSFIELD, sales manager of national
accounts for Gem Inc., has been named 1976
campaign chairman of the Memphis Heart Fund
Association. He is chairman of the board of directors
of the Memphis State Business Alumni Chapter.

RUBY K. SCHAIBLE is living in Adamsville, Tenn.
She and her husband have one son .

1968
KENNETH CAUDLE is with the civil service, Army
Material Branch, Texarkana, Ark.
FRANCES R. DONOVAN is a first grade language
arts and social studies teacher in Guatemala City,
Guatemala.
CHARLES J . LEE Ill has been awarded a master's
degree in industrial safety by Central Missouri State
University. He was also elected to Phi Kappa Phi.
STANFORD PEPPENHORST is coordinator of the
sciences at Briarcrest Baptist High School,
Memphis. He is married to the former BETTY HALL
('70), who is personnel interviewer for Union
Planters Bank.
SHARON BOYD SALLER and her husband, MAX
('71 ), are living in Tyler, Tex., with their two
daughters, Stephanie , 8; and Robyn Anne, 4. Max is
a petroleum landman.
LARRY F. SMITH is area sales manager for Ortho
Instruments, a Division of Johnson & Johnson,
Memphis.
DONALD J . VALDEZ has been awarded a juris
doctor degree by Memphis State University.
RAYMOND V. VENEZIA has left Libby's in Sari
Francisco, and is now vice president of sales for
Fairmont Foods, Chicago.

1965

1969

BOBBY L. COLLINS has been awarded a doctor of
dental science degree by the University of Iowa.
DALE R. SAUNDERS is a dealer relations
supervisor for General Motors Acceptance Corp.,
Springfield, Va. He and his wife, RITA ('68), have
three children, Richard, Cathy and Becky.

PATS! C. BRANTLEY has been promoted to
customer service clerk with S. C. Johnson & Son
Inc., Memphis.
SCOTTY DANIELS BUMBALOUGH and her
husband, JOHN E. ('74), are living in Memphis with
their two daughters, Stacey and Lesley. John is chief
chemist at Humko-Sheffield Chemical Co.
EMMETT COLLINSWORTH and his wife,
JACQUELINE ('73), are living in Senatobia, Miss.,
where Jacqueline teaches at Northwest Mississippi
Junior College and Emmett is employed by Parker A.
Hannifin in Batesville.
SHARON MASTERSON and her husband, DAVID
('71 ), are living in Hartsburg, Mo. David is marketing
manager of IBM, Offlce Products Division, Jefferson
City branch.

1966
LARRY ALLEN is manager of personnel relations
and compensation, Xerox International Center for
Training and Management Development, Leesburg,
Va.
BOB COCKRELL is a graphic artist for Paul Pease
Advertising, Palo Alto, Calif.
Capt. ED WOOD is chief of analysis for the Airlift
Industrial Fund, Headquarters Military Airlift
Command, Scott AFB, Ill. He and his wife, Sally,
have one daughter, Amy.

1967
JERRY BRUCE is professor of accounting and
business at Florida College, Temple Terrace, Fla.
ARTHURS. DAILEY is a grain merchant for Central
Soya Co., Chattanooga, Tenn .
RODNEY G. HILTON is sales manager for Corning
Medical Division, Chicago. He lives in Mt. Prospect,
Ill.
CHARLES M. HONEYCUTT has been named
controller of the Coated Fabrics group,
Chemical/Plastics Division of The General Tire and
Rubber Co., Toledo, Ohio.
WENDELL B. PHILLIPS Jr. has been named
mini~ter to the community, First Presbyterian
Church, Tallahassee, Fla.

WILLIAM L. HENRY has been appointed assistant
personnel officer with the Mississippi Cooperative
Extension Service, Mississippi State University.
GARY LANCASTER is a graphic artist for
Noble-Oury agency, Nashville. He was formerly with
John Malmo Advertising Inc. , Memphis.
DAVID MARSH is president of Marsh/Sutphin and
Co., and Marsh/Sutphin Graphics, Beckley, W. Va.
He and his wife, Jennifer, have two sons.
MARY E. PEYTON is an instructor at St. Joseph
School of Nursing, Memphis.

DUDLEY ATKINSON Ill ('62)

JOE GORHAM ('57)

WILLIAM L. HENRY ('70)

CHARLES HONEYCUTT ('67)

1970
JAMES L. CHAMBERS is an instructor of
economics at Mineral Area College , Flat River, Mo.
ANNETTE HARRIS CROSS is a part-time law
student at Western State University College of Law,
Fullerton , Calif.
MEYER DAVIS is operations manager for WTVC
Inc., Chattanooga, Tenn .
MICHAEL LEWIS DAVIS has received a doctorate in
education from the University of Mississipi.
JERRY DOWNEN Ill is a certified medical
representative for the C iba Pharmaceutical Co.,
Denver.
LYNETT GABRYLUK is a graphic artist in the
advertising and sales promotion operation with
General Electric Co. , Stamford, Conn.

HAROLD MANSFIELD ('64)

LOUIS PRITCHETT ('53)

ED WOOD ( '66)
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MAGALY M. RUBIERA is a member of the editorial
staff of " Buenhogar" magazine, the Spanish edition
of " Goodhousekeeping", Miami.

1971
BUDDY CRUME is an artist with Business Graphics
Services Inc., Memphis.
JIM KINDER is a finishing supervisor with the
Container Corp. of America, Chattanooga, Tenn.
Capt. NEIL M. LAWRENCE Ill is a navigator flying
AC-130's, stationed at Korat RTAB, Thailand . He
received an Air Medal while stationed at Korat in
1973.
DONALD (JOE) TAYLOR has been appointed
branch manager of the Madison, Wisc., Distribution
Center, Georgia Pacific Corp.
MARSHA REED WADE is a medical technologist at
Baptist Memorial Hospital, Memphis.

1972
JANET SCHROYER ALLEN is art director at Les
Brueck and Associates, Memphis.
ROBERT ELLZY BLACK is working on a master's
degree in library science at the University of
Tennessee, Knoxville.
WALT BOLTON is working at WREG-TV, Memphis.
DAVID and CAROL BRYANT ('73) SIMS are living in
Chattanooga, Tenn. , where David is employed in the
public relations department of Arlen Shopping
Centers Co.
DEBORAH E. GIBSON is registered nurse in the
respiratory intensive care unit at Baptist Memorial
Hospital, Memphis.
JOHN P. HAMLIN is a field representative with Sony,
Maranty & Superscope Products, Superscope Co. ,
Albuquerque, N.M.
HOWARD E. HERNDON Jr. is a staff attorney for the
Tennessee Department of Revenue, Antioch, Tenn .
LARRY M. KIRK has been awarded a master of
divinity degree by Southwestern Baptist Theological

Seminary, Ft. Worth, Tex. He is currently minister of
the Liberty Grove Baptist Church, Jackson, Tenn .
REBECCA ANN NARO is a sixth grade teacher,
living in Memphis.
JOHN and MARY ('75) SCRUGGS are teaching at
Newcomb Public Schools on the Navaho
Reservation in New Mexico.

1973
FRANK J . CIANCIOLA Jr. is a commercial loan
officer with Union Planters Bank, Memphis. He and
his wife, Carol, have one son , John Jerome.
IRVING T. J. COOPER has rece ived a master of
laws degree from the University of Miami.
STEVE COPEN is a graphic designer for Allied
Graphics, Memphis.
BRENDA HALL is a graphic artist with Lynn Parker
and Associates, Memphis.
LAURA McMAHON HEIN is employed in the
commercial contracts department of Boeing,
Seattle , Wash.
LINDA DOUBLAS JOYNER is a registered nurse at
William Bowld Hospital, Memphis. Her husband,
STAN JOYNER Jr., is employed by National Life and
Equitable Insurance Co .
CINDY WRIGHT NEWMAN is teaching at the Adult
Education Center in Memphis. Her husband,
GRAFTON PAUL NEWMAN Jr. ('74) , is a special
agent for Northwestern 'Mutual Life Insurance Co.
CRAIG M. ROSS has been awarded a master's
degree in recreation administration and is currently
employed by the Memphis Park Commission.
ROBERT L. RUBIN has received a master of laws
degree from the University of Miami.
MAOHU H. TAHILIANI is marketing manager with
Western Textile, St. Louis.
ELLEN JAG GARD WALKER and her husband, BEN
('74), are living in Knoxville, where Ben is an
electrical engineer for Trane Co.

1974

~

DAVID K. BARNES is an assistant analyst for Texas
Eastern Transmission , Houston.
Dr. CAMILLE DILLARD is an assistant professor of
education at Austin Peay State University,
Clarksville , Tenn .
MARY DUNCAN is a home economist for Hermitage
Electric Supply Corp., Nashville.
JOHN A. EMISON is working on a doctorate of
philosophy degree in resource geography at Oregon
State University.
CHRISTINE GRAELER has been awarded a master
of science degree by Louisiana State University.
She is an extension librarian for Northwest Regional
Library, Corinth , Miss.
RICH HOLDER is training director and assistant
safety director for Coca Cola Bottling Co., Memphis.
DONNA LAWHORN has been named an intergroup
and community relations specialist for the Jefferson
County Board of Education , Louisville, Ky.
CHERYL .RICE is a graphic artist with Les Brueck
and Associates, Memphis.
GAYLE SCHUTTZ is a speech pathologist at
Springfield Speech and Hearing Center, Mo.
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JOHN J. SLOUGH is electrical and instrument
technical manager for a nez product of Charmin
Paper Products Co., Cape Girardeau , Mo.
JANE DOOM WERGE R is a service representative
in the Knoxville district office of the Social Security
Administration.
Dr. T. HILLMAN W ILLIS is an associate professor of
quantitative studies in the School of Business at
California State University, Fresno.
EDWARD H. YOUNG is head basketball coach at A.
A. Staff High School, Palos Heights, Ill.

1975
THOMAS L. BRIDGES is a clinical information
systems salesman for the Ames Co., Division of
Miles Laboratories Inc., headquartered in Cincinnati,
Ohio.
JAMIE LAYBOURN is a graphic artist with Business
Graphics Services Inc., Memphis.
DAVID R. WILLIAMS is public re lations director for
Playhouse On The Square, a Memphis professional
theatre.
BIRTHS
Brooke Alliso n Brantley was born April 13 to Ed
and PATSI C. ('69) BRANTLEY, Memphis.

GAIL ROBIN SON continued
" In Detroit, the final city on the tour, Roberta
Peters called the day before the performance and
said she was sick. lwas on ," recalled Miss
Robinson .
Upon returning to New York, she was given a
contract by now retired Met manager Rudolf Bing
and when the fall season began , Gail Robinson was
singing starring roles.
A year later the artist got her first major role Lucia-on the Met stage in New York, although she
had sung the starring role of Amore in "Orfeo ed
Euridice" in 1970.
An entourage of Memphians flew to New York for
the performance. However, that performance was
complicated somewhat by tenor Franco Corelli.
" I don 't know if he was actually ill or what, but after
the first act he went off stage and didn't come back.
He locked himself in his dressing room and said he
wasn 't going to sing the rest of the performance.
John Alexander was called in to finish the
performance. I had not rehearsed with him, and that
always makes you a little nervous."
Miss Robinson 's career has had other trying
moments. Like the time when two days before a final
performance in Chicago a gas stove exploded in her
apartment at the 40 East Oaks Hotel singeing her
face with first degree burns. She went ahead with the
performance, although unable to see the conductor.
Back home in Berlin , Gail Robinson and her
husband, who is a television producer, live in a
typical German household, complete with a German
housekeeper. When her busy schedule allows, she
enjoys such hobbies as sewing and cooking.
" Henno and I spend a lot of time at home,
strangely enough. When the two of us have the time,

Jessica Ann Dolbi was born Aug. 30 to RINO J.
('74) and LYNDA ESSLINGER ('71) DOLBI,
Memphis.
Lori Kath ryn Holder was born Aug . 11 to RICH
('74) and PAM ('74) HOLDER, Memphis.
Lesley-Ann Holmes Mederios was born April 18 to
Joe and MARIS HOLMES ('65) MEDERIOS,
Livermore, Calif.
Patrick Ernst Lazar Lohmeyer was born Oct. 22 to
Henno and GAIL ROBINSON LOHMEYER ('66),
Memphis.
Sean Patrick Lynch was born May 23 to MARTY
('67) and Lisa LYNCH , Itasca, Ill.
Benjamin Edward Tho mpson was born Sept. 13 to
JOHN E. ('72) and BETTY TOLER ('70)
THOMPSON, Memphis.
MARRIAGES
JAY LEVIN ('72) to Karen Foti , Aug. 4, Elizabeth,
N.J.
BETTYE N. PUND ('71) to Jerry E. Snipes, June 21,
Memphis.
EDWARD H. YOUNG ('74) to Karen Hartmann, Aug .
8, Oak Lawn , Ill.

we usually find ourselves at home with a big bowl of
popcorn in front of the television set.
" We are talking about coming back to the States to
live in a couple of years. We want to start Patrick in
school over here, and we' ll probably buy a home just
outside of New York because it would be most
convenient; but, we sure are fond of Memphis and
just may end up here. That would please me very
much," she said.
An admitted " mama's girl," Miss Robinson still
calls Memphis home. She returned to the city to
announce her engagement in 1973, for her wedding
in March, 1974, at the Fontaine House and, of
course, for the birth of her first child last October.
" People in New York think I'm crazy. It's just that
every time there's something important to do, I want
to do it at home and Memphis is still home."
Although she now has a new responsibility, Miss
Robinson plans to continue her singing career. She
appears next month with the opera company in
Hamburg, Germany, and then will return to the
United States the end of February for a recital tour.
She'll be on tour with the Met this spring and will
make a May appearance in Memphis.
At 29, Gail Robinson has accomplished a host of
things many people are striving for at the end of their
careers, and she remains untarnished by her
success, the bright lights and glitter. She's still a
warm , gentle person , and she 's even sung at the
Met.
" I was fortunate that came early for me. If I ever
stop my career for family or whatever, I don 't think I'll
feel frustrated . I'm not the most ambitious performer.
" I enjoy performing and I enjoy my singing
profession , but I'm not out there to kill. I can be
content doing a lot of things. When I pick up that
baby, it's just as big a thrill as going out on stage at
the Met. "
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